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   Database Guide 

  Bankscope (Bureau van Dijk) 
 

Introduction  

Bankscope offers a flexible platform for in-depth research on over 25,000 public and private banks worldwide. The database 
contains detailed financial and ownership data, ratios, and industry-standard ratings. 

Scope 

Up-to eight years of detailed financial information on public and private banks worldwide from seven sources with Fitch Ratings 
being the major data provider. 

Features 

 Downloadable detailed pre-formatted or customized reports on individual banks with access to 200 data items and  
 36 pre-calculated ratios 
 Peer group analyses and aggregated statistical analyses in downloadable data reports and graphical formats 
 Searchable database of bank ratings from Fitch, Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s, and Capital Intelligence 
 News coverage for the latest two years 

Searching Bankscope 

The database search includes several main steps: 
 

 On the Search page use the Quick search or Expert search to enter your search criteria. Once this operation is complete, 
the banks that correspond to your search request will be displayed on the List page. 
 

 On the List page, click on the bank name to research a specific bank. Once you’ve selected a bank, you will access the 
standard bank report on the Bank Report page. Alternatively, from the List page, you can click on any report or analyses 
tabs in the top left corner of the page, e.g. Bank Report, Peer Report, etc., to access data on all the banks from the list one 
by one. You can also sort, edit, or save a list as a file or as a peer group for future reference. 
 

 On the Bank Report page, from the left column select preformatted reports or select the report section to display data from 
that section. Use the buttons on the lower bar of the page to modify standard reports or to create custom reports. 
 

 On the Peer Report, Peer Analyses, and Other Analyses pages you can use or edit standard reports or create custom 
reports to compare the performance of your subject bank with the banks in a peer group (Peer report) or with the other 
banks which remain on the List page (Peer Analyses). 
 

 Send, print, and export results by clicking the icons in the top right icon bar. 
 

NOTE: Allow pop-ups in your browser window. 

Search page 

On the Search page you can enter multiple search criteria from the selections available in the Quick search window, as shown 
below, including a selection of the “top banks” based on banks’ Total Assets, Equity, or Return on Average Equity. 
 
To define more criteria, such as financials, ratings etc. click on the Expert Search link. On the Expert search page, once you’ve 
selected all criteria, click any of the reports or analyses tabs. To view a list of banks resulted from your search, click on the List tab. 
 

 

Click on the Expert 
search link to select 
additional search criteria 

Enter search criteria in the 
available fields here 

Use this field for searches 
on the banksô rankings 

http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/feedback_guide.html
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List page 

On the List page, the banks that satisfy your criteria are displayed as a list, as shown below. Click on the Bank Name link to open 
a Bank Report page. 
 

 
 

Additionally, you can edit, format, or save the displayed list by using the buttons at the bottom of the page: 
 

Select a sort criteria from the multiple available options including financials, ratings etc. If you simply want to 
change the displayed sort order, click on the column heading. 
 

Modify the displayed list or create a customized list by selecting data items to be added to the list such as city,  
exchange, specialization, and more 
 

Remove bank(s) from the list 
 

 Save a list. In a new dialog box, select Save to save the list in the database for future reference, or select Save to  
disk to save a list as a file on your computer. 
 

Save a list as a peer-group for future reference 
 

Bank Report page 

On the Bank Report page, you can view and download the standard reports or create customized reports for an individual bank. By 
clicking on the links in the left column, you can view the pre-formatted reports or the individual sections of the standard report. For 
example, by clicking on the Ratings link, the latest bank’s ratings from Fitch Ratings, Moody’s, S&P along with the country risk 
ratings will populate the page. To access the ratios report, click on the Ratios link. For explanation on methods of ratio calculations, 

click the , then select Product User Guide> Ratio Definitions.  
 

 
 

 
Also, the two pre-formatted reports are accessible by clicking either one of the two icons on the lower bar of the page: 

 an overview report with 10 charts;  a default or current peer report. 
 
You can expand the display options and also modify the existing report format or create a customized report by using the buttons 
on the bottom bar on the right.  
 

Select a graph or chart from the menu of available current and historical graphs, e.g. Past Evolution of the Ratings, 
Ownership, etc. 

 

Modify a standard report or click the  in the dialog box and create a user-defined report by selecting the 
individual sections of the report. 

 

Select a report layout from the available options, e.g. Standard, FitchRatings etc or modify the existing layout, or 
create a new layout by specifying the dates (relative or absolute), currencies and formatting options 

 

Click on the links in this 
column to display the 
pre-formatted reports or 
reportôs sections 

Use the arrows to open 
reports for the banks on 
the list or enter the 
number for bankôs 
position on the list 

Mark reports here 
for later printing or 
downloading 

Use these buttons to 
modify standard reports, 
create custom reports, or 
display the menu of graph 
options 
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Apply a filter to a bank’s subsidiaries, e.g. by subsidiaries’ location, assets, and others. To set up a filter, click        
the  in the dialog box. You can also name and save your filter for future use. 

 

Add information about the ranking of the bank in its FitchRatings Peer Group, in Quartiles or Deciles, for each 
financial item in the report 
 

Display the list of banks belonging to the FitchRatings Peer Group 
 

  Modify the financial statement by adding dates, changing the financial data in the statements and recalculating the 
  Totals 

Peer Report page 

On the Peer Report page, shown below, you can compare the performance of your subject bank against a pre-selected peer 
group. From the drop-down lists on the top, you can select a sort financial criterion, reference years, report format, the number of 
banks in the peer group, and the location composition of the group (national, global, or standard). 
 

 
 

By selecting the graph icons on the bottom bar , you can graph or chart data for the peer group. 
 
You can make changes to the peer report by using the buttons on the bottom bar: 

 

  Remove bank(s) from the group 
  
Modify the standard report or create a new format by selecting financial parameters, dates, formatting options. 
NOTE: Your options include multiple year selections. 

Peer Analyses page 

On the Peer Analyses page, shown below, you can benchmark the performance of a subject bank against the banks which 
remain on the List page. Peer Analyses is limited to 500 banks. 
 

 
 

By selecting the graph icons on the bottom bar , you can graph or chart data for the peer group. 
 
You can make changes to the peer analyses report by using the buttons on the lower bar of the page: 

  Remove bank(s) from the group 
 

Modify the standard report or create a new format by selecting financial parameters, dates, formatting options. 
NOTE: Your options include multiple year selections. 

 
 
 

Change the display 
criteria here 

http://webhelp.bvdep.com/robo/projects/WH040003/standard_peer_group.htm
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You can create a custom group of banks or use the saved group by doing the following: 
1. Click on the Search tab. On the Search page, click on the Expert Search link. 

2. On the Expert Search page, clear the previous search if needed by clicking the  button.  
3. Click the Peer Analyses tab. You can also click the Peer Analyses tab on the opening main screen at the beginning of the 

session. Once you’ve clicked the Peer Analyses tab, you can make your selection of A new set of banks, selected by 

name, or A saved bank file in the dialog box shown here  

Other Analyses page 

On the Other Analyses page, you can perform the following types of statistical analyses for the banks that remain on the List 
page: Segmentation, Aggregation, Distribution, Concentration, and Linear regression. You can select different variables 
such as dates and create data or graphical reports. 

Search on News page 

On the News page, you can screen for news using any or the combination of the following criteria: keywords in text and/or 
headline, company name, topic, region, time period etc. The database provides news items for the past two years.  

Searching Tips: 

 Search terms are not case-sensitive 
 On the Quick search page, for location in the U.S., enter United States (US)(52). 
 To return to the previous screen, click on the corresponding tab 

 Check the check box in the lower left corner  to mark reports for later printing or downloading 

Sample Searches 

Find the ten largest banks in California based on the banksô total assets. Also find the total assets for the same group of banks for 
the past five years 
 

1. On the Quick search page, enter California in the Location box; select 10 from the drop-down list in the Top Banks box.; 
leave the default Based on Total Assets box checked. Click Search. 

2. Click the Peer Analyses tab. Click the Presentation button in the lower left corner of the page. 
3. In the Available Presentations window, click Modify. 
4. Click the << to clear all the variables from the right window and then select Total Assets and move the selection to the right 

window; click the check boxes next to the previous five years; give the presentation a name; make other formatting changes 
if needed. Click Save. 

5. In the Available Presentations window, click OK. 
6. View, save, or print the results. 
 
Find the ownership information of Wells Fargo Bank 
 

1. On the Quick search page, enter Wells Fargo in the Bank name box. Click Search. 
2. Click on the Wells Fargo Bank, NA on the List page.  
3. In the left column, click on the Shareholder information link. View ownership report on the screen. 
4. Click the Graphs button on the bottom left of the screen. 
5. In the pop up menu, select Ownership. View ownership chart. 
6. Print, or save report and/or chart. 
 

Print/Download 

Click on the icons on the top right icon bar:     to email results;    to print results;   to export results into 
Excel, Word, or text format.  

 
Need more help? Ask a librarian at the Information Desk or email to Jackson-infodesk@gsb.stanford.edu 
 

mailto:Jackson-infodesk@gsb.stanford.edu

