
 

 

Research Guide 

Key Sources for International Information 

Databases:  The Web-based databases listed in this guide 
are available from the Research Databases list at the 
Jackson Library site.  

Reference Collection: The World Data Section within the 
Collection has materials on companies, industries and 
markets in selected countries.  It is divided into three 
main categories: Individual Regions and Countries, 
Foreign Trade Section, and World Statistics Section. 

Web Sites:  See the Jackson Library home page for links to 
selected Business Web Sites.    

COUNTRY PROFILE 

CountryWatch – provides economic and political 
information, macroeconomic forecast, and latest news. 

Business Monitor Online – Country risk ratings, 
macroeconomics analyses and forecasts. 

Stat-USA - Variety of government data and reports, 
including international trade statistics and reports on 
specific markets and industries. See especially the 
Country Commercial Guides and Best Market Reports. 

CIA World Factbook - Basic country profiles, including 
recent history, key statistics, and organizations. (Print 
edition available in: Reference: World Data Section: 
General) 

Doing Business - Published by the World Bank. Covers 
business and economic conditions, to guide you in 
establishing a business.  

World Bank: Countries and Regions - Profiles and reports 
on over 100 developing economies. 

World Competitiveness Yearbook - Provides an 
evaluation of 47 countries’ competitiveness in the 
world marketplace. (Print edition available in: 
Reference: World Data Section: World Statistics) 

ISI Emerging Markets - News, company/industry profiles, 
macroeconomic analysis for emerging markets 

Country Navigator – Culture, leadership styles, and travel 
Information. 

Country Commercial Guides – U.S. Dept. of Commerce 

World Economic Outlook (Reference: Forecasts) - 
Semiannual survey by the IMF focuses on trends in the 
global economy, with detailed statistics and forecasts. 

Europa World Year Book - Covers recent history and 
economic affairs of each country, plus statistics and 
detailed listing of contacts and organizations. 

COMPANY INFORMATION 
ORBIS (Alternative search interface: Mint Global) - 

Profiles about 60 million public and private companies 
worldwide. Also contains information such as news, 
market research, ratings, country reports, ownership 
and M&A data.  

Hoover’s Online - Concise company and industry profiles, 
and more.. See also: Hoover’s Handbook of World 
Business (Reference: Table B: Corporation Directories). 

Mergent Online - Detailed financial data on US and 
international public companies, includes an overview of 
company histories. 

Thomson Research - Provides full-text SEC filings, 
historical financial reports, and economic profiles of 
countries and U.S. states. 

Thomson ONE Banker - Analytics - U.S and international 
public companies, this database allows searching on 
many variables, such as industry, location, employees, 
and sales. Each company report includes detailed 
financial information, earnings estimates, and names of 
officers. Includes Excel plug-in. 

Laser Disclosure (Stand-Alone) - Full-text of annual 
reports from over 7,000 non-US companies (U.S. 
companies also included). 

Business Monitor Online – Intra-daily alerts and new 
stories, company profiles, multinational networks, 
foreign direct investments. 

ISI Emerging Markets – News, public and private company 
profiles, research reports. 

INDUSTRY INFORMATION 

Standard & Poor’s Net Advantage - Select industry 
overviews for Asia, Europe and Latin America. 

IBISWorld – Includes industry reports. 

ORBIS - Includes Datamonitor industry reports. Click on 
the "Datamonitor" tab. 

Business Monitor Online – Intra-daily alerts and new 
stories, in-depth industry survey and forecast. 

Mergent Online – Includes industry reports. 

ISI Emerging Markets – Provides news, in-depth industry 
profiles and analysis, forecasts, and statistics. 

http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/databases.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/index.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/business_sites/business_sites.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/countrywatch.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/businessmonitor.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/stat_usa.htm
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://www.doingbusiness.org/
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/0,,pagePK:180619~theSitePK:136917,00.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/world_competitiveness_online.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/isi.html
http://www.countrynavigator.com/default_stanford.cfm
http://www.buyusainfo.net/adsearch.cfm?search_type=int&loadnav=no
http://www.europaworld.com/
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/orbis.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/mint_global.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/hoovers.htm
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/fisonline.htm
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/thomsonresearch.htm
https://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/thomson.html
https://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/businessmonitor.html
https://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/isi.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/library/articles/databases/links/standard_poors.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/ibis_world.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/orbis.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/businessmonitor.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/mergent_online.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/isi.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/feedback_guide.html
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World Market Share Reporter (Reference: Table B: 
Industry Data) - Compilation of reported world market 
share data and rankings on companies, products, and 
services. 

MARKET RESEARCH 

MarketResearch.com Academic - Market research 
reports from Kalorama Information, Packaged Facts, 
Icon Group, etc. 

Mintel - Market research reports mainly for the US and 
European marketplace. 

Business Insights - Offers timely market research reports 
with global coverage in 5 industry areas: finance, 
energy, healthcare, consumer goods, and e-commerce 
and technology. 

eMarketer – Articles, charts, and graphs on e-business 
and online marketing. 

Forrester Research - Technology trends covering media, 
computing, software, networking, telecommunications 
and the Internet.  

Frost & Sullivan: Healthcare - Reports on the global 
healthcare market. 

Sports Business Research Network - Data, articles, research on 
the Sports and Sporting Goods industries.  

STATISITCS 

The World Statistics in the World Data Section includes 
key statistical publications from international 
organizations, such as the United Nations, the 
International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the 
OECD.   

Bloomberg (Trader’s Pit) - Real-time and historical market 
data, news, and technical analysis. 

Central Bank Publications - Excellent sources on 
economic and financial data. Amount and quality varies 
by country. (Print editions available in: Reference: 
World Data Section) 

Datastream (Trader’s Pit) - Long runs of data on stocks, 
stock indexes, exchange rates, and general economic 
data. Data can be downloaded to an Excel spreadsheet. 

EIU Country Data - Worldwide economic indicators and 
forecasts. 

Global Financial Data - Provides long-term and current 
world economic data on over 150 countries. 

International Financial Statistics - Historical financial and 
economic data for IMF member countries. (Print edition 
available in: Reference: World Statistics) 

International Marketing Data and Statistics (Reference: 
World Data Section) - Compendium of statistical 
information on economies and specific industries.  See 
also: European Marketing Data and Statistics, 
Consumer Europe, and Market Research Europe, all 
from Euromonitor Publications. 

Stat-USA - Variety of government data and reports, 
including international trade statistics and reports on 
specific markets and industries. 

SourceOECD - Full text access to all published output of 
the OECD. Includes monographs, serials, and a growing 
number of statistical databases. 

UN Commodity Trade Statistics - Import/Export statistics 
on commodities worldwide. 

UN Statistics Division Common Database - Provides 
selected series from 30 specialized international data 
sources for all available countries and areas. 

WDI Online - World Development Indicators issued by the 
World Bank.   

ARTICLES 

ABI/INFORM Global - Full text business/management 
articles. 

Business Source Complete - Full-text business journals, 
including Harvard Business Review, as well as EIU, ICON 
reports. 

LexisNexis Academic - Full-text collection of business, 
company, and market news. 

Factiva - Provides comprehensive coverage for full-text 
newspapers, magazines, and newswire articles. 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Encyclopedia of Associations - U.S. and international 
organizations. Includes detailed listings of thousands of 
trade, professional, and service organizations.  

 

 

 

Need More Help?  Ask a librarian at the Information Desk  
or online at www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/askalibrarian.html 

http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/marketresearch.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/mintel.html
https://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/business_insights.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/eMarketer.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/forrester.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/frost.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/srn.htm
http://www1.law.nyu.edu/centralbankscenter/banks/index.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/eiu_CountryData.htm
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/GlobalFinData.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/ifs.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/stat_usa.htm
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/OECD.htm
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/uncomtrade.html
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cdb/cdb_help/cdb_quick_start.asp
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/wdi.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/abi.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/ebsco.html
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/Lexis_Nexis.htm
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/articles/databases/links/factiva.html
http://galenet.gale.com/a/acp/name/stan90222:Stan90222/db/grr
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/jacksonlibrary/askalibrarian.html

